_ //////// 3

v

/'=

= v‘
R

;’W"’f///./ LTS
S\ /8
\ \_:;‘ / o

® APRIL 1982 23" Anniversary lssue



ERG is edited, published and perpetrated
by := Terry Jeeves

230 Bannerdale Rd.,
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You can get ERG by serdiag £%1 or §2.00 for
the noxt two issves....or send 30p in stemps
and a letter of comment on this issue. Just
send the INC if vyon live overseas.

A c¢ross in the top 1laft corner moans this is
your lsst issue-unless you renew or
DO SOMETHING. .please
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Greetings Erglods,

(m | Amazing how the

o Vit ' : years. roll by. I slipped up in the
sEmIT‘“lAL % last issue by saying this was FERG's

2Lth anniversary...since No.? first

appeared in April 1959, that makes
this the 23rd ANHIVERSARY ISSUE. A
rather long time even if the Book
of Guinness has no section for such
a record. Only two nore years to the
quarter century.

Just in case you
hadn't noticed..postage has increased
considerably since that first issue,
with the latest rip-off coming in
last February...so... Scrry chums,
but if you don't subscribe or take
action on this issue, I can't afford
to send you the next..so if a cross or gquery heads the inside front cover it
means you tremble on the brink. “lhich brings up another point..where all
you geod kind people rcading this can do me (and IRG) a favour. Unless you
save your czopies, when you have finished with each issue, would you pass it
along to & friend (eneny if that's how you feel) and thus help to spread the
news t hat ERG cxists..Joe Nicholas did two recent comitenis on British
fanzines in a Stateside zine..and never mentioned ERG. Like it or not, but
LRG is surely part of the British fanpubbing scenc. LRGo..let's make sure
it doesn't get overlooked any more by passing along this issue aiter you
read it..oend if the onc wino gets it, again passes it along..and again..and
again, weil maybe we'll get heard of in that big fan Award cabin in the skyo

w&@&%ﬁl |

Scattercd throughout this issuc are some gentle hints that SRGTAPE 2
is now available (with 3 in preparation) A collection of bits and pieces
from bacl: issues of ERG and other sources..rcadings, music and stirange
nc.ses. Send £2 for your C60 cassette and supwort LRG's cottage industry.
TRGtape Mo.T is also still available at the same price. Ovder new.

In previous issues I have waxed lyrical over my %X81 microcomputer
and the love affair siili flourishese..with the latest program being in the
sledgehamuer teo crack a hut varicty. At Scrab le, I always get the scaring
jobe.so I ran un a progran to nut the players names up on the TV and display
“he sceres as we go along. Lazy crow, that's ne. lHowever..things change
and ny annition knowetir no bounds, so I now have a BBC, fLcorn 'Proton!
dadel 'B' on order..witn 32K RAM, ecigirt modes, unipéecn colours and VERY
uigh resglution grapiics. Once I can afford a printer (probably for the
J¥01) I'll hope %o run off ZRG's mailing list at the press of LPRIET RUN
or whatevar. I alsc have a little project under way to use the various
Aigplays for titling secqueinces in n; animated films. Hoo boy:

TRADTNG ..T still want to lay my hands on pre-1935 issues of ASE and
aszorted US pulps (sf, air, pep. scicnce etc) of ghe pre 1940 era., Can',
of fer cash..but CAN oficr slightly superlative trade-in values for mint
hardcovers and paperbackse..viz:- If you price your ASF at £h...I'1l1 give
vou material from ny list of greater value fhan £4. Drop me a line.

I'a thinking of re-running ny series (from Lynn Hickman's 'Pulp Era’
and TRG) titled 'DOVN MEMORY DANK LANE'..musings on my fannish nemorues.
Any comnents on that thought..pro or con? 27272



CALLING ATL CALIFORNIANS..and those living nearby. Any chance of meeting
you all this summer? Vel and I will be in the Los Angeles area for naarly
three weeks during August. Current itinerary is. as follows..but by all
means, drop us & line if you think we might meet up.

COSMOS TOUR August 1982 via Greyhound Coach
Aug.3? Dep. U.K. arr, Los Angeles. Night of Aug.® Tuesday.
hug.k led. Tour inge , Hollywood stay night in Eoa.iunigsles:
Augo.5t’ Thur Disneyland stay night in Palm Springs
Aug.6 Fri Coloradp Valley to night stay in Phoenix
hug? Sat Sedona, Oak Creek Canyon, Flagstaff, Grand Canyon
fug.8 Sun Gyand Canyone, Hocver Dam, Las Vegas Night in Las Vegas
Aug.8 Mon  Day in Las Vegas
Aug.10 Tue., Sierra Mountsins, Yosenite lNat, Park stay night here
hug, 14 Ved Day in Toscuite and night
aug.T2 Thur Lake Tahee, Reno night in Reno
aag.d3 Iri Sacramento, San Francisco night in San IPrancisco
Aug, T4 San San Francisco
sug.i2 San Francisco
Aug.THh tion., San Luis Qhispo
iuge1?7 Tue Santa Barbara to Los angeles.
Lug 18 Ved Los ingeles
fugel9 Thur Los dingeles
aug.20 Fri~ Dep Los dngeles ..fly to HManchester,
MR X NN

Dest nights for meeting people will be Los lngeles on the nights of .\uge
Lth, and 17th 18th & 19th and Las Vegas,iug.8th & 9th. San Francisco on
Luge 13,14 & 15. One catch is I don't know the hotel names...naybe the
Cosmos rep in L.A. mizht be a help on this 27272 Heanwhile, I'm hoping to
catch up with all those people I had hoped to sce in either 1979 or 78 and
had to miss out on..Bruce Pelz, Forry .ckerman (whom I did ricet in Bosten)
and)a load of other nice folks in the L.i. area (Bob Bloch, do you read
me?).
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The CROSCZWORD Puzzle in XRG.77 drew a complete zero in responses,
so the prize of CIRAUE by Terry Carr remains unclaimed. Feck, and I hadmade
that ane much easier to give people a chance.

Latesl additicn 2o Lhe pross aoom o) Lhe caunfifing Jerves
pansicn, 446 Lhis new goli-Lald typen...c lapcnese 'Hroihen' plus 3
assonted fype Laces.. . Pica, Quadio and This Seaipt Lafl, 1L aflso
Loasis such aeifinementi os auntometic carniage neluvan..which maans I
have Lo make sune I don'ld feave e cup of cofilesr slanding wiihin Zhe
dangen anrza . I hope Fo usa & nonz fon wont, aathern' o on

SRG, dut (X wilé ro dowrll 22 seen Lo creep ln here an
theone forn speeial puinrposes,

A guick 'up to the light!' check indicates
that the stencil cutting isn't so hot...anyone who has
experience on stencil-cutting with golf ball machines
might care to advise 2?27 I used a plastic underlay and
a reversed cerbon...@avbe if I just uscd nothing beneath
it might do better.

thich is all for now...sec some of you in L.A.
in August, I hope.

Best, Terry




UPON REFLECTION

TERRY JEcVES
Domby Grork dodged the falling sword,
scrabbled a handful of dirt from the dusty
ground and heaved it full into the face of
his unknown attacker. HMomentarily blinded,
the ambusher clawed at his eyes for a single®
unguarded moment. That was &all Grork necded.
His own tlade slid from its scabbard,
flickered briefly and the assailant's sword
twisted from its owaer's grasp to go
clattering away down tite gloomy alley fr
wnich the attack had cone. f

Spluttering and rubbing at smarting
eyes, the would-be killer suddenly becanc aware
of Grorkis sword point hovering at his throat.
'ts gentle, yet insistent urging backed
him against the slime covered wall of the
alley. Grork gave the man time to fecl
the first faint stirrings of hope before speaking.
"Iow my friend, perhaps you may care to say why you offer me such an
inhospitable welcome to your village ?" The sword tip emphasised his words.

The villain's dirt-smcared face glistened in the fliclzering light
fram a nearby oil-wood torch spluttiering in its wall-sconce. By the cut of
tl2 fellow's hair and clothing, Grork recogrised him as a Krasnan; a brecd
roced for avarice and villainy. Runnels of sweat streaked their way through
the grimy visage. Taking a deep, shuddering breath, the men gasped out,

"I planned to win the lost treasure of the hill. To get it, I must first
satisfy the legend, ‘'hen I heard your steps, it seemed Our Lady Krell came
to my aid, but I was too hasty..." He broke off in terror as Domby Grork's
blade pricked more urgently at his throat. "SaJ more!' hissed Domby. '"Uhat
is this trcasure and a lszgend which demands my life?" The Krasnan's eyes
roved wildly in search of aid.  They found none among the flickering shadows
And welird, noving mis-shapes of the night., His terrified gaze returuned to
Grorke 'YIf I tell you, then will you set me free?" Douby Grork gave a
cold smile. "Ay, that I will, Free as any man may hope to be. Cone nows
speak."

Ng longer trembling for his life, the Krasnan strove to ingratiate
hinself. '"The treasure is said to lie somcwhere on Castle Hill. 1In his
lifetime, the mad "Jarlock, Mordred gained great wealth by means of his magic.
his evil, and somec do say, even in traflic with the Devil himself. He hid it
well; when lie died at the hands of outraged villagers, no trace of it was
ever found.!' The man shuddered as the blade at his throat made itscelf known
more intimately. A thin trickle of red inched its way down into the necl of
his filthy garnent.



"Come now, you jokec with me," smiled Domby in a voice which held no
trace of humour. "I saw that hill as I ncarcd the village. It bears no
castleW "ot now," gasped his captive. '"ligrdred and his castle are long
gone. The warlock dwelt in solitude for many centuries, using his black
arts to live beyond the normal span of man. The villagers could scec his
castle on the hill and its reflection in tho lake below. So long did both
endure, that when Mordred's foul decds finally drove the peasants to destroy
both he arnd his castle, the image of its towers is said to remain hidden in
the waters below. He who secs the vision of the castle must fear the
vengeance of llordred,

"A pretty tale', scoffed Grork, "but where does my death come into it?¢

"Legend says that MMordred's r+chcs nay only be found by one whe has
slain another that very night," croaked the Krasnan, "I thought the tale
but the nuttering of old wives until after many nights searching about the
hill, I did indecd discover a hidden chanber bencath the rubble. The place
was empty, but I thought perhaps, if I fulfilled the legend...."" His voice
traild away, but Grork knew that his own continued existence was due waly
tc his having foiled the villain's ambush. A fraction slower and Donby
Grork would rmve entered the long sleep, while his captive ran back to the
hillside in scarch of riches. "This hidden chamber,” he said. '"How may one
find it? ‘ithout that, how can one believe such a tale?" The Krasnan
almost babbled in his haste to avoid the stinging blade. '"Only one stone
remains erect, besile it a flat rock. Push that aside and the entrance will
be revealed. Now I have told you all, free me as was the promise.'

"But certainly," chuckled Domby. !'Free as any man may hope to be, that
was my pronise.': He leaned upon his sword hilt, the blade pierced the
Krasnan's throa®.  The nan stiffened, blood spirted fiercely, then the bady
slumped to the ground.

"I'ree as all wen wht wish to shed life's cares and burdens,! nused
Donby. He stooped, wiped his blade on the man's cloak, then straightened.
"Now, since I have fulfilled the condition of the legend, I may well find
Mordreed's hoard. Leaving the corpse where it had fallen, Grork plunged into
tir: clinging doom which shrouded the alley.

The moon had risen by the time he reached the 1akesxde. By its pale
light, Domby could scr the ragged mound of stones Bragpabi: T oL S o et e o
upon the hill and their reflection in the black-
waters. Bending his steps to the rougn path, g
Donby began to ascend. i s

The Krasnan had spoken true, Only cne
stone remained erect among the moss-coated =
rubble, Beside it rested a wide, flat slab - e
of basalt. Throwing his weight upon it, Grork gave a nighty heave. V@tL-ng
happened. A sccond attempt met with no greater success. Cursing the dead
nman, he sank ¢o the stone to rest. In the bright movnlight, a belt of
crushed weeds was visible at his feet. Understanding dawned. HMHoving to
the other side of the stone, Domby heaved in the opvosite direction. HHe was
rcwarded by a movement of the slab. Slowly it swung aside to reveal a dark
cavern below. Thin tendrils of mist curled up from the opening bringing a
dank, decaying smell to Domby's nostrils.

Pulling up a handful of dry wecds, the adventurer struck stecl to flint.
By the light of the improvised torch he peered into the hele. A flight of
steps vanished into the darkness. Trecading carefully down them, Domby cane
to a large dungeon-like chamber. On its floor lay a few scattered tools and



and a large lantern still bearing a stub of candle. Domby 1it it from the
stub of his makeshift torch, The uncertain glecan cast threatening shadows
on the walls, alternately creceping up on him, then lcaping away again as he
swung the light. Sectting down the lantern on a strangely carved stone,
Domby gicked up @ hammer from the heap of tools and began tapping his way
around the neuldering walls.

It was a slow job, but eventually, his cfforts brought a hollower echo
from one area of the wall. A few stronger blows caused a whole scction of
the rough plaster work to collapse. @nlraging the hole, Domby picked: up
the lantern and stepped over the rublle into another, smaller chamber.
Before hinm stood a cobweb shrouded chest. Draped across it, a skeleton.
Dust swirled around Donby as he stepped forward and kicked aside the bones.
The sumell of decay secmed even riore oppressive., He swung the hanner,once,
twice, and yet a third time. At the final blow, the shattered lock fell
from the chest. A strange cerie squeal came from the rusted hinges as Ioumby
heaved up the lid. Trom within, a foul stench swirled intc the chanmber,
The lantern sputtexed violently and went oUteeess but net before Donby
had secn something scabrous and unthinkable stirring and swelling in the
chest. ..

Grork gave one scream, turncd, and half fell, half scrambled across
the shatterced masonry and up the steps into the moonlight. Beforec he cogld
heave back the covering slab, a hideous scrniething chittered on the stairwaye.
That was enough! Leaving the opening gaping wide, Grork fled across the
tumtbled stones. Hecdless of slashing brambles and bruising falls, he
Ieaped and fought his way like a nad thing across ruts and boulders. Behind
hin followed a strange leathery flapping sound acconpanied by the inhunan,
high-pitched chittering screcech he had heard on the stair,

Lungs bursting, Domby skirted the lake. Trip ing over a hidden rock, he
crashed to the ground. 3crambling to his feet again, he cast a quick glance
behind. The hill top loomed high in the noon's weak rays.. and there,
reflected in the waters of the lake, Domby caught a brief glinpse of a lofwy
castle. Tall and evil it loomed, towers, turrets, battlements of darkest
et bns Then the shirviering image shattered into a thousand sparkling
fragnents as sonething hideous crawled and flapped in the water.

Sonething black, noisome and not born of this world, rose whinpering
from the pool. Ichor-dripping tentacles reached out and enfolded Douby...

That was the last thing Donby Grork was to sce. But, as the thing
possessed him, his tortured body continued to ascrean its nessages of agony
along every disintegrating ncrve.

The silent screaning continued for a long, long tine.....

THE  END

e B e e 1 s ek ot e T SR T S S i A A
The above short story was entercd in the recent lational Fantasy Fan
Federation's annual short story contest. Sadly, although the judge did say
sone kind things about it, the yarn was unplaced, DNever onec to waste what
ri2y be of interesf (or otherwise) to others, I include it here. Comments

would be appreciated. Incidentally, tany nocns ago, I entered the N3F's
very first contest with 'Mightier Than The Sword'..and had the pleasure cf
scooping the first prize. Then and uow the conment was..'"with effort

should scon be slling professionally'" Trouble is, T devote ny efforts to
so many other thinhs...ERG among them. You pays your noneyee... T,J,
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Let me heg i1 by saving that I have no
special thing against industrial computers, After all they keep postmen
gainfully employed carrying the irate letters from customers who have
been dealt with savagely by computers, oxr rather by the incompetent
welrdos that go b+ the name of computer programmers, No,  my thing is
aginst home computers,

How. the object of a computer, 1its
strength and wealness is that by its use a system can be esta lished,

I have yet to £ind a home wherein a system can be estahlished with any
reasonable chance of being kept to, If you just want a computer to play
ganes on, suct as gucssing three random numbers, or locating the rooms
that have bugs(yeuk) in them, then this can be done with a few bits
of card that can be maxked ,ppropristely. when I was a child I had a
game called bagatelle, which cost about 7/6d(36,6precurring)lt gave
hours of innocent amusement, and the rattle of the halls wras a nuch
more pleasant sound than the hbangs, whines and hisses from the space war
nachines, the pur ose of which, I am cexrtain, 1s merely to generatc a
nost undesirable xenophobia, and 1f, when the allens do land, sypace war
ganes will be respohbsible for us gatting Klaatu and hls rolot sidekick
all uvp tlght, e

The other month I asked Terry what he
ias doing on his home comvnuter, He saild he was working out a programne
to generate logs t the base ten, and then logs to the base e, Now I
went and looked at my pocket caleulator, ran round the room five times,
consulted a venerable tablc of logs fr m my schooldays and finally
decided that Jeeves was eithor out of his tiny mind or hadn®t enough
do, I mean if you want a log you press two keys on my calculator and
there you have 1it, without any involved routines, subroutines or goto,

Now another use suggested by those

who sell homec computers is that you can set up houschold accounts, and
if vou are a faned you can store lists of names and addresses, Now I
can claim an cxpexut knowledge of houschold accounts, having propexty
that I let, and having to make returns thercon to the leeches of the
Inland Revenue, I have a book, down one side I 1llst rents collected and
dates, down the other side I list outgoings with dates, When the form
cornes I do a rapid total, and to the outgoings I add profit by difference
and copy the lot out in dunlica®e and send it off to the Income tax,
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A tome conmputiter would he no hetter, in Ffact nothing like as quick,
Then lists £ addresses, I have an addxess hook, with sections of pasges

listed A to 2. I can have the address I want by the tine that voutlve
gone and. got the commuiecr, asked the dishafl side of the fanily if she
ninds nissing Crossroads while you plug it in and get the address, That
is unless you are Tilthy rich aind have a desk to spare Tor s computer
vith 1tc ovn screen, »nrinten, flovpy dise ansenbly nid t7e rest, Here
courtesy of Michael 2anks I do have a faint praise Tor a hone conputer,
If you are an author you can type over o whole o“g‘ on a compuienr,
checl 1t for cxrors and then ey in »rint to your 'smart' tynpexr and

get o nicely finished page all reaidy to Hind up, ready for the next
rejecetion slin to vour collection,

This lecads ne
on to the next comnaint a2bout home conputers,

If vou are thinL.ﬂg small then the Sinclalr

Is designcd vo monopolise thc TV screen while
vou use it, The bigger ones occuny roon,

Thoush Sharp have brousht out a hand-held
ingtrunent with priater and so Forth that loolks
pretty nifty and can quite nicely bg produced
with a flourish fron you exrecutive hricf-cnse,

I could delve =
into a »ile of things that - hone conmputer is
sunnoscii to do hut isn't good ate Fling wecipes, I can just imagine
the distaff side of the fTanily counling up the nachine, or sitiing
dovnn at 1t with Jloury hands and loolting up to sce iLF its Jour
grannes or Four kilograpmnes of margarine, I have secversl cookery bhools
in ny collection with wipeable layflat backs, you open then up, put
then dovn and work awvay., FPuzxther hone comnuters can bhe d ?fibult on
theizr off days, T wOllO”G Teryry has hed trouhle with a specd
yrogranne Tor doinsz bhanli arcounts presumably written by somecone who
counts on his Tingers and still ends the year with a £at h-Iance and
a healthy intercst,

}-'0 '.D‘l-’ C’)
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So in genoral to sum up., IT you axc
aing in for & home compuiter sit dovnn first with a pleece ol pnaper,
n.one aside write dovm oll the things vou have to do noy that you Feel
touze computer wonld malc easier, “he go to yon ¥ oksbhon and invest
a siall sun in a Bbool of instructions in the computer lansuage your
one counputer that vou have in mind uses. Read it carefully, Then out
vour had on your henwt and swear vou understand what it's all atout
(LIAR!) Then tall it over with vonn spouse or girl-friend, Vonen arc
renarkably candid a'out the neecd o hiave a new picce ol furaiture or
an engagenent ring in preference to a lunp of ugly hardware that does
i

OCQ

2

nothine Hut malke a nuisance. of itself round the house, Then wien youve
zot all voux tashs and opinions on one naze then start Zisting on the

other side whether oxr not the hone COﬂouco‘ can do them, Having
dinner ready for yomn, not really. An a“Ffec!ionate cuddle, denends

2

if the comnuters heenn rmaning loanz enough to zet ramnrd P, A

conou er ig o it lunny in bed, A Panlt account? Cet naxricd and you
woit't have that to hother alout for long, Household Hills e money
."

) homo coupueer will cost vrould mav a zood oart of the xnt
don't have a socinalist council, B3o to xound off I say sin 3
depends whcether you 1ilic hardware in youxr home, or vhether you like a

hapny wife or glirl-friend, I'n doubhilfnl if you can have both,
o0o

b = w see e T T T a—
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Judith Buffery points out that listounding and the ST of H.G.
Vells have never been granted 'Great' status, in terms of literary achieve-
ment. Surely she realises there is a reason for this? Granted the critics
are never always correct in praising and damning any work of art, they at
least provide a guideline (and now that a number of years have passed, it is
easier to look back on these subjects). Astounding provided a mich needed
outlet for SF, and is generally conceded to be among the best of the pulps.
Best, in this case, is not good enough (as they say), The truth is that the
general level of the stories was not on a par with Dickens (or, probably,
Blackwoods). 'ithout hAstounding we would not have the SF we do today, but
That is not reason enoush to raisc it above the level it achieved. Similarly,
H.G.Wells too often wallewecd in didactimizm ¥{incressingly so in his later
novels: Star Begotten, regardless of the blurd, has no interesting charact-
ers, has no action, and consists merely of discussions about thec possibility
of extraterrestrial lifed®, ignoring the advenfure of earlier, more success-
ful novels, whiclh still managed to convey a moral. H.G.lJells is another
forerunner of twoday's SF, along with Verne, Shelley and, to a lesser extent,
Poe, but his work never reached above the mercly craftman-like. (Another
gualifying statement must be inserted here: I enjoy all of Velld' work, frou
nis carly short storics - cxcellent exanples of their genre - to later works
such as the severcly long and dense Shape Of Things To Come, which docs not
lessen my statements about his relative importance.)

If you want a bouk to sell, never label it as SI'. Kurt
Vonregut has used this formula successfully, witness Slaughterhouse 5, whicu
| is, the author tells us, a non~-8F work. The time travel and alicens are
merely incidental., OQObviously, there is a stigma attached to SF., Tgually
obviously, this derives fron the days of pullp, when any S¥ was good encugh
to publish, and was ainmed primarily at adolsccent audiences, Compared to
the worst of 5F, Vells and Astoundi%g arc masterpieces. It is my experience

that people do not want to Tread S# because they are not interested in the

future, they are not interested in reading about spaceships and space-~travel,
(The Star Wars syndrome), they think it is weird.

Taken in turn, no matter how hard we *try, the futurec is
coming., At least SF attenpts to define a workable system for surviving in
it (equally, many other genres can do the same, by re-cvaluating inecidents
such as history, personality intcractions,etc, to define ‘humanity'. This
does not mecan SF is any inferior, merely another aspect).

The Star Wars syndrome; this is the biggest stumbling-block,
the fact that S being produced today is of no better guality than the pulps.
Cf coursc, thevspecial effeccts are excellent, but the story would not rate a
sention in a W.ddy book; and it is chiefly the film-makers who are to blame,
where all the Sroduct is aimed at the lowest comimon denominator of mass
appeal, but this still reflects on published 8F, Also, unfortunately, scnc
published ST is simply 'in it " for the noney'.
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ST is weird: very little can be done about this. People who
think this should be left with their TV on, heavily sedated, and with no
sudden noises. They will be perfectly happy about this.

As to cults, that is somcthing clse to be aveided. Star-Trek
though Hiss Buffery would have us belicve otherwise, has indeed becn
commercialised! This explains the plethora of books/T-Shirts/movies, etc,
(there would be 1little demand for a 3tar Trek Cockbook otherwise!) igain,
this. gives outsiders the impression that SF is for kiddies.

I must agree, however, that most of the important SF these
days is published under the appelation, 'Children's' Witness mercly two
authors: Alan Garner and Ursula Le Guin (in her Barthsca Trilogy) Uliotice
that Ms. le Guin has carefully avoided labelling Malefrena .
as & fantasy, and that it is a Romance? Conmnpared with
these works, adult SF has a hard time compeving.

The solution tc the problem lies in the
fact tnat publishers ultimately, are 'in it for the
woney . also. They publish books that nake neney,
(eng, wassive Heinlein booits, Stephen Donaldsen cpics)
SF fana chould cxact higher standards in their seclect-
of reading and Avard givirg. This last is a major
point: locoking back at the Hugo and lebula lists (sure
fire scelling points for novels) onc sees nmuch that is -
poor lilersture. The sclection for the 1%81 Kugocs feeves
was particularly pocr.

'v. Q\—'

Along with not only demonding higher
standards, but practising them, I agree wita Judith
Fuaffewy that we nust 'come out  as it werc. However, saying that SF is just
as important as crine novels, and then displayirng a Gor novel, is not going
to do much good in the long run.

Thankfully, somec evidence of higher standards is showing,
with major journmals and newspapcers deveting a (small) part of their space to
re<iawing SF, and the increasing popularity of the genre. Lastly, ene nust
alwavs renember that for every Dickens/Aldiss, there are innumerable hack
writers who will cventually be forgotten.

Robert Mapson, LD _Second .ive
Kelmscott

_ ivlest Australia

ises sone inkeresting points..but to ne, there
still remains the eternal guestion. Dy wimt standards do we assess whether
or not & worlt of fiction..specifically, S*, is 'good' ? Tioger compares
Dickens/Aldiss, .yet much as I like Brian \ldiss the man..I do not place his
stories on the same pedestal, There arc two obvious methods of naking an
assessilent....he Critics ratings 2, 3ales figures. Both are suspect as
most of you would agree. One night cite /ward polls..but not only has
there been some suggestion of 'rigging' in this area..but in any case, for
oy own tastes, tales which win Awards seldom imecasure up to ny own personal
standards of pjood SF,

To 0y wind, there is only one method of selecting 'goed!
SF which has any chance of getting near the mark...the test of durability.
Not infallible by a long chalk..but surely, any SF novel which kecps coning
on the market twenty or thirty years after it was written, rust have
sonething going for it. Can anyvene out there suggest a workable method of
rating and selecting 'gocd' 8F 77?72 Terry Jecves
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L Tollowing the listing of ny favourite books,
quite a few people asked for a similar list
of fiction. This proved a nuch tougher
proposition, but eventually I was able to
draw up a list of 12 bocks, and 12 shorter
stories., No doubt as soon as I finish this
typing, I shall renember stacks of yarns
which I have nisscd out.,Not te worry,this
ought to be enough to give you an idea of
the type of yarn I like..but remember, it
is NOT a list of 'The Best Of SF', but a
load of tales whicn have given ne great
pleasure ever the ycars..and continue to
dO 5O0ccanws

THE BOOKS

UIDER PRE{SURE..Frank Herbert, (also
titled 'Dagon In The Sca' and '21st
Centiry Sub! The submarine nission to
steal oil fron underwatcr ficlds.
THE LENSIN SERIES..E.D.Snith..I'n cheating
a bit. on this one by grcouping six titles
into one...but despite itodern softcore
critics it is still an achicverient and a
great 'gesh wow!' read.
- SINISTER B/RRIER,. L, F.Russell, the tale
of the Vitons which preyed on humanity's suffering which appeared in the
first issuc of Unknowa. COLOS5US..D.F.Jones. The giliant conputer winich
assunies control of the Tarth. There were two nore stories in the secrices,
but only this first one had the nark of greatness..and becanc a film,
lext corre- two -J.1.Canpbell titles,.THE MOCI IS HELL, log of an ill-fated
Tousw expedition, and the fabulous WHO GOLS TilERE? tale of the alien found
in the Jntarctic and thawed cut with frightening results. THE PUPPET
IM..S3NERS - . by Robert .i. Heinlein concerns the parasitic alicens whe nearly
take o¥er Darth, and UNIVERSE by the same author which deals with nutation
on a generation starship. The AGENT OF VEGA yarns of Janes H Schnitz on
the Galactic super agent theme make up another favourite volume. Plenty of
hish-power Bondstuff of a far better calibre than the nediocre Retilef,
TEE VOYAGE O THR SPAC T BEAGLE ,.vanVogt is the collected and linked serics
of yarns from JSF, onc of which..or nmaybe two (Discord in Scaflet and
Black Destroyer) forned the basis for 'ALIEN'. Jack Willianson's yarn of
robots killing by kindness,, WITH FOLDID H.4IDS coues next..I still enjoy
their too literal interpretation of 'to guard and keep from harm'. To
round off the list..Fred Brown's, THE HIND THING..the mind controlling
alien making & bid for domination. That winds up the twelve 'one-story!'
bockssesI've deliberately onmitted such goodies as THE [LSTCUNDING and GaL., XY
antheoligies and others...rating stories is hard enough,.,.rating the peasc
pudding of anthclogics, well nigh impossible, Just let's say that such
voluries would rest certainly be included in an ultimate, desert isiand
package of 25 volunesa

So now for a dozen stories which were not long enough to make their
own complete books...purists will notice that I don't include .sinov's
celebrated 'l ghtfall'. I rate this highly for first-rcading impact, due
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riainly tec the inmpact of the finel lines..but on rc-reading, the characters

apd dialogue don't stand up that well. So herewith the yarns which still
give me a kick when I re~read then. How many do you recall 2

HOBBYIST.. E.F,Rusnell. The space scout who finds a nulti-specices planct-
wide nuseun..and its collector/crcator. .4lso from Russell is the account
of" the battleship crew being whittled away by the MYCB/ob/FIW society which
sprang frorm Gandhi's civil disobedience idecas,.'...HD THEN THERE WERE NONE*®
arthur C. Clarke is in ny list with a couple of.titles..THE NINE BILLION
N/MES OF GO, that inconparable yarn of the Tibetan nonastery which hires a
corputer to list all the conbinations..and thus end the world, RIESCUE PARTY
from ASF tells of the rescue crew arriving to evacuate Earth in advance of

a Nova,.and they find mankind has all rcady set out to save hinself. I still
pet a kick out of the discovery paragraph in that one, Daron Kpight's neat
twist in the tail, TO SIRVE M.N account of the aliens who want to help us)
and even have books on how 'To Serve Man'...but they are cookery bocks!
Knight also supplies C.BIN BOY..a comic,/serious account of a not-guite space
ship and its not quite nornal crew when they mecto.and nearly destroy a
hunan spezrecraft. Tirac from Theodorce Sturgeon are, MICROCOSMIC GCD wherein
an ‘'inventor! cnplys the nicroscopic Heoterics to build things for hin by
taking advantage of their accelerated tine-scale. RULE OF THREE which seccs
three opposed hunans united in ene anornhcus creature, and KILLDOZER where
an alien force takes over the building gear of an airfield construction crew.
Again, this finally made it to the big screen. GHILD'S PLAY by William Tenn
concerns the niddelivery, fron the future, of a children's Bild-i-Man kit,
Tla recipient experiments with unusual results. Going back into the nists
of tine, IFll include David H, Kcllers horrific THE DOORBELL. .wherein a

now rich man avenges hinsclf on those who 'did him wrong! by luring then %o
1is Dgme, then killing then by feeding them capsules containing netal fish
hoolis..and bed.'ing them down in a room bencath a giant electronagnet wired
to the bellpush., ¥#Finally, another HEINLEIN title..W.LDO, the tale about the
genius dooned to live weightless in a satellite environnent because of a
debilitating discase. Variously titled 'Genius In Crbit', this is where the
atoniic material handling devices got their nane,.via a superb ROGIRS cover
fcrr a bed sheet sized .istounding.

There you have ny current list..but of course, there arc such yarns
as Kgrubluth's LITTLE BL.CK B.G, Vells, TIZ STOLEN BODY; Budrys, Rogue lMoon,
and a host of others. Observant rcaders will no doubt notice that almost
svery yarn cones fron the pre-1950 cra., The answer is simple..they don't
write stories like that any nore. Sonewhere along the way, editors and
authors get kidded inte «...sf nust have a social uessage and get listcd
in the 'real literature! 1iles, lHaybe so..but for ny noney, I read the
stuff for entertainment...and I find nore of that by digging into the old
files, When I pick up a tale which talks of 'salespersons' instead of
salesnen or salecwoilen, I know the author has sonething to saye..which doesn't
interest ne at all. Lock folks, when I want educating, I buy a text bookes
whon I want entertainient I turn to science~-FICTION. Since when did fiction
have to’pflect the real world except as a backgrcund to the antics of the
charazctems? 0.., so that's an overs¥aplification..but you get the idea,

To generalise, nuch too nuch of nodern SF is bland. llo crises, no
aGdventure or recader involverent. Instead, we get only »art of a story, often
resing an 'insoluble preblen', .fading out without solving the thing. The cant
is that this lecaves the reader to use his inagination. Heck, that's what I
pay ny noney for the writer to do for ne. Otherwisc one could have a hell of
a time picking ideas out of words cliosen from the dictionary.

Me, I like a real story.s...which gou'll find in the lists above.
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All being well, the Shuttle
is due to make its third
flight into orbit in ilarch
1982, Crew members will be
Jack R. Lousma, HMarine
Corps colonel and veteran
of Skylab 3; and Charles G.
Fullerton, an Air Force
colonel one of the test
fliers for the 1977 Approach and Landing Tests of the Interprise. Dackup
crew will be, Thomas R, lattingly and Henry VI, Hartsfield Jr.

THE JAPANKSE NIWSPAPER, 'Asahi Snhimbun' has signed for a Shuttle, 'Get Away
Spacial! for the purpose of conducting and experiment to make artificial
snow crystals in weightlessness. The experiment was chosen from 17,000
recader's sug estions, and could have importance in crystallography and the
growth of semiconductor crystals.

A NEV TNGINE CONCEPT being funded by NASA is investigating the possibility

bf designing an engine which drive a lifting rotor for take-off, thern shift
to a turbofan mode for flight at speeds not normally achieved by helicopters.,
Lif# during horizontal flight will be achieved by locking the rotors and
using them as a fixed wing..no word of how the aerofoil problem will be
solved, The powerplant scleccted for experimental modification is the TIF-34
turbofan from General Ilectric. Latest ncws is that the test machine not
only achieved 246 mph (faster than the first Spitfires and Hurricanes) but
flew twice as far as a standard helicopter on t.ec same amount of fuel..how
does that grab the NASA-knocking freaks ?

NASL's 23 year olid history records only five 'perfect' launch years. 198?
was the newest..with two Shuttle launches and 11 satellite launches covering
weather, comsats, and Sun-larth encrgy studies.

SHUTTLE 2, despite its curtailed flight caused by a defective energy cell,
etill achieved some 90% of its mission objectives. The Remote llanipulator
werked well, as did re-cntry protection...and work has begun on a new solid
rocket boouster, the SRB-X capable of boosting 8 65,000 1b payload into low
crbit, or 12,000 1b into synchronous orbit. Those solar power stations may
be on the way,

EFERGY FREAKS plcasce notes The bnergy Ef'icient Program demonstrated
performance goals in various engine cemponents, with the technology developed
providing fucl savings in advanced turbine-driven fan cngines of up to 20%
over today's nmost c¢fficient cngines.

NASA'S QUIEY, SHORT-HAUL jdrcraft demenstrating advanced techniques ained at
solutions to airwort congestion and noise problems completed a flight
evaluation series in 1981. DIngince exhaist is directed over the wings to
increcase lift, thus permitting quieter take-offs and landings from short
runways of smaller, closer to city, airports.

TEST OF THE FIRST Stirling engine dernionstrated efficiencies equal to auto
diesel engines and with emissions less than resecarch goals.

TIHE FIRST EXIE RTMENT..L AC ELZCTRIC VZHICLE propulsion system tests showed

an overall efficicncy of 82%, cqualling dc systems and both systems hold
pronise for improved performance and lower initial cost of an clectric car,
THE FIRST SP.CSLAN MIS3IOH is currently scheduled for September 1983 and

the SPACE TTLESCOPE, a joint project with the IZuropean Spacc . gency is duc *z
to be launched on the Spac: Shuttle in 1985,


wing..no
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THE TXPLOR.ATTICON OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM continued with the successful Saturn
encounter by Voyager 2 in /nge. 1901. This provided infcrmation on the ring
structure comparable in dntail to a strecet map., The rings consgist af at
least three distinct bands with the various Saturn moons, debris and tae
nass of Saturn itsclf, probably imprinting a harmonic wave-like feature
representing gravitetional influences awong the various bodies. Ring thick-
ness is considerably less than that of a fcétball ficld. Voyager 2 1s now
going on to pass Uranus in dJana 1986. ‘
PIONERR 6, 15 years after its launch, continues to return intcerplanctary and
solar science information. Thic is the longest interplanctary mission
rhtieved....Pidncers 6 through 11 continue to function welle. Pioncer 10 is
noew 25,000,000,000 niles from the Sun and the Pioneer Venus mission continues
to produce scientific resulis showing-that the planet has two alternate cloud
states which change over a period of years from a jet-stream pattern to a
cloud and wind pattern which acts like a single air mass body.

THE HIGH FNFRGY ODSIRVLATORY PROGR.AM ended in 1981 when the two satellotes
(L) -2 and HEAC-3) both exhausted their control gas. Between them, they
had anmassed an enormous anmount of X-reay astrononical data,.including the
possibility of a black hole at the x-ray source Cygnus X-1

AN IMAGE PROCISS3OR for robotic vision was demonstrated at JPL. It can
vidually track objeccts at a 15 video frames/scv ralfie and is: a step towards
coitrel oriented computer vision system developrnient for space robotics.

4 MOBILE WORK ST.TION concept from which space-suited astronauts could
assemb le large space structures was developed and tested: under sinulated
space conditions. It is designed for operations attached to the Space
Shuttle, or as a free filyer. ..stronauts would be attached to the station by
foot restraints, thus frecing their hands for assembly tasks.

CONCEPTS FOR SPACE LASSEMBLY
without tools using light
weight ccmposite colunns
and specialiscd joints were
developed. .Jsscenoly of a
30 clenent structure in
both a 1g lab environnent
and a ncutral bucyoncy tanit
has shown the concepts to
be practical.

A COMPUTER PROGRAM for
autonatically schedhling
spacccraft action sequcuces
was developed ot JPL., It
conmbines artificial intell-
igence technology with other
technigues. It was recently
denonstrated on a Voyvager
type sinulation spaaning a
six hour period involving
unapgsgraft actions ahd
erents. ((Getting near, “ie
dialled a Venus course into
the conputer and pressed
the buttens....”m )

S11 infernmation extracted
fron MN.S.\ Neus.
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e open the batting this time with a letter
R 55 JOHN D. OWEN &4 Hjghfield Close

TLat lady Jydith Buffery o/POr? Fognel’
steals the show again with an e
interesting piece of speculation that chills
me to tihe bane - blockbusters may have their
place, but I'm sure it's not in SF. Iantasy
yes, as Stephen Domaldson showed - but all
the blockbuster! novels I can think of in SF,
the later Heinleins for example, have been
pretty dire. The essence of writing SI is
finding the precise length at which a partic-
ular idea works. Too many authors stretch a

s flinsy story over three volumes, or cram a
complex picce of plotting into a novella. The best books are thosc that
find the right balance between length and plot that satisfies the reader.

It is possible to come up with books (and series of Books) that have a wide
aphecal - you can probably count both Zimmer Bradley and MeCafirey as authors
who Wave successfully produced widely acceptable works & without resorting
to dastardly formulas for success that assure a writer the work will end up
in a remainder bin after six months. ((Does ‘'widely acceptable' equate

with good ? Personally, I find Zirmer Bradley unreadable..and surely the
McCaffrey Dragondross is heavily 'formula'??)R

PETER. SINGLETON
Ruskin VYargd

I'm glad you managed to find a new and opaque

! cover stock in sharp contrast to the annoying
ﬁfigu%ine JUFEEE L oS sec~through of the previous issue. ((( 'Twas from
L??‘ 1 .31 1 17 ‘T'riends of the Farth', repcycled stuff at &2 a
A A TR “t 1b. Al which I cut down to quarto ))). Time travel
has always held a great fascination for me. I've entertained dreams of
ripping into the future a couple of days ahcad and fiddling a great pools
winld Judith Buffery: I confess to being a member of the crowd who have
never read anything vrofessiomal by this lady, though I do harbour thoughts
of correcting my singular lapse before too rnany moons have passed.
Unfortunately, I'm not a puzzle fan and T always avcoid this department in
Cmni, snd the same goes for the crossword, so I['ll give those a miss.

JUDITH BUI'FLRY
16 Southan Rd,,
Heall Green
Birmingham

Thank you for LERG 77, with special praise for the cover,
which I Iiked even better than the Tolkien one. I found
the Ergitarial very interesting, also the NASA News. Vhat
a shane the Halley's Comet mission has. becn abandoned, I
can't understand such appalling lack of vision. I managed all the puzzles
and + of the crossword, which is a great deal nmore than last time. The
letters and reviews were as good as ever, I only wish I had the nonef to
buy those books I haven't recad - you nake them sound so good. Your corresp-
ondent, Richard Allen obviously misunderstood rie: I'nm not in the least
ashamed of writing, it's just that in ny heart I hanker after the ancicent
Oral tradition of story telling. This is probably because I like the sound
of nmy own voice, or it could be the result of a grounding in Inglish Liter-
ature and Anglo-Saxon noetry.

ERG TAPE No.2 is now ready (and TRG TAPE No.1 is still available) both cost
£2:.00 or $g4,00 and arc packed with a varicty of readings, plays etc, fraom
various sources including ERG,1 Orgers to the ERGitorial address., Cash
with order, pleasc. Meanwhile, ZRGtape 3 is in preparation.



17
EAIl WIBER

3 Mtall St., Thanks for sending ZRG 75.& 76, I did enjoy the 'Afterthoughts'
O'Connor on your U.S. trip. ;urnin; to. the conmputer articles, I found
ACT 2607 them more comprehensible than some Ifve read in fmz. As the
AUSTRALIA editor:of a computer magazine myself, I krow how difficult it
can.be to trace.the. line between boring those who almeady know what
you'lr e talking about:, and confu31ng those. who don't. Sor”y, I don't do- :
crossword puzzless Your reading tastes dlfrer from mine;  I"prefer the oV

'soci.clogical relatﬂonshlps'kspfocore) 8F,. .Glad to sde soreonc else 'who
didn!t like 'On Vings Gf;Songf; thouszive Tim enjo¥ing reading the few British
zines coming.in-nagws yours ingluded, ﬁhpugh the personal bits lose me complet-
ely as Irrecognise-pone:of the,names.:  No woncer'neos feel'left out.’ Nothing
one can db about-it of course. Lventually it” &11 star+s %o make some sort of
patterny (("Truey, we.all start.out as. ncos..and & oSS hard row to hee. I
have occasicnally sugfestcd R ‘buacy' syste@ ot cons to help out'thiz waya.s
but I now find that nowadays, when I get to,a con, 9;.9p of“the faces are
new to me, and I fegl, like a. neo) all eoVer again, Sad isn?t 1itTN) '

3 o i e - 3 . ..--r""'ﬂ_-“___‘...o--'—""‘""“"--..
OK NEXT P&GC

Bl <X, l)+

Riciiard.J. Faulder wol on 8B al

C/o Yanco Arrlc° Research tb.,

Yannay .a BLIAIOM 1D BRSO, o Pre
SV - - oy Lerhaps I sh ulcn't say thlsg_
HEL 270 AUS'RALI\ but- T skipped. your article,on the

Z¥61. Somethlng as limited es. the 2¥%81-is,not. really

L.oesofllry o v Lo

- o ol

suitable for me. It could probably do the number o
crunching I require, but a calculator could do the //HO
job just. as well..it couldn't do” a word proceouor —;‘“<~
imitation ({Actuaily,. extended, meriory  and: programo 0\ /A\\\ '
are on .offer to, allow Just taat..plus proﬁb“ 3 “ \\‘_ 7
keyboards..but T've 6rdered ‘the new 32K Provon))) N :fxlég

Did you have the last page of “"Stupidman’ FEn mind wheng?;,» jﬁ:
you started the striys.I found it rather’ a ccomedown: ( 7Ty
after 'the whimsy of the first 3 -pages.' ({( Right nate.u..l»v
I couldn't think ‘oftancther ending to fit ‘into & pages))
Cne can't mame the same prddictions for the wmibrochip Era !
as for the Industrial Revoj;ution..the:latter was crdating
a new range of products, was stillifairly ‘labour dintensive:
and soaked up large nunbers ‘of tie populaog.: Yith robots bulldlng
robyts, the ‘only jobs' are ‘for peop7e who ‘design robots. ~{( Yes..but JObS are
rnot a neeessity. The key in erergy. if wecan harness fusion or solar power,
mest people could have a token 'two hour a weck® .tjob ' iif leisure and other
activities were arranged properly...and the more robots, the more robot
repairmen w117 be neuded.ufor nany a long year, yet») BT y
BRLC MAVPR ; 5 g A
771 Ridge Rd, B I very much 11 ted your ‘cover thig tlne.;;Hhat I especially
Rechehtan ) liked was the undergPolnd, ‘vet still outer-space-lile
H.Y. 14622 sctting. | The maglcal'i*ghts whlch résembled stars of clusters.
I seen qtuck in the rut of always stlcklnﬂ a moon or something
round in my covers for composwtlonal purposes but T never thought of doing it
in this more orogonal manrer, (I've noticéd some people, like yourself, don't
secnn specially obrnsdsed with THocns “iu thelr drawings, I w0nder,'if T put
encugh into GRCGEY covers can I convert it from'a cliche fo' a t“ademarko.?)
(((Only if you get the official ERGonic conversion kit..pfice 24p))
SRCTAPE 2 , Lefters céontinued at foot of- néxt page.....
= SR Yet another advort 1nforn1nn you of this melange of readlnps, and
other strange esotarica..such as ﬁ#fiﬁk Jeoves Comes Home is now available
on cassette for 22 (ERGTAPE 1 a%so still available at £2,00..order now)

-‘a “
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iANEggggﬁgL c MASA News. I'd like to shove this down my friend's &
F9XﬁILL TESC families' throat, Always whining about how much the space
o programnes are costing when there's so much strife around

SHEFFIELD 86 17G us. They can only see one side of the argument, not
realiising how many people have benefitted from space technology, how many
lives have been saved and made more bearable..not to mention the fact that
the transistors swigning from their wrists have sprung from the very thing
they are conmplaining about. ((WVhich is why I try to select as many down-to-
ECarth NASA research items as possible))) Basic Reading was a good idea,
when I buy g science bock, it is usually on a hit or miss basis. With my
luck, I usually buy something thiity years out of date, written by a schizo~
phrenic. I don't supnose you are planning an article of the same kind, but
with fiction bosks in mind?? (( Surprise, surprise...see 'THE FICTION LIST'
elsewhere in this issue.))) Just remembered, what hapnened to the fannish
omnibus? I was looking forward to it. If you have dropped tiae idea, why
not run it as a series of articles in ERG. (((Good ideas.I kecp shelving the
printed version of a JEEVAES OMIUIBUS..as so few people buy such things, and
you have to speculate an how many to run...I still have unsold copies of ny
Stateside trip reports.and of Checklist to Astounding, Part.3 (1 and 2 went
lilte hot cakes)es.so I have been making the ERGTAPES instecad,.that way, I
only dub the number of cassettes required as ordors come ine. Howevero..I'll
take up the reprint idca..as and when space permits))

STUTH * ma 4
i o i Many thanks for the latest ERG and my FIRST IRINTED LOC.
R;wtaifgalg os¢e ((Mow you've got another))) I found the issue better

eHs than the previous ones, there were no articles which
Rossendale

didn't interest me,..Production was up to tie udual
LANCS DB 75Q standard, but then you've had a lot of practice. How’
old are you, Terry ((60 ncxt October)) Ergitorial, well worth the reading,
it was all put together neatly and informatively., 'Where Is SF Going?' I
now desiee even more to read something of hers. I really enjoyed this and
found nothing to disagrce with..also liked the cartoon. 'Basic Reading' I
must try and get hold of the 'Collapsing Universe'!. Can we look forward to
your fiction favourites? ((( Scc this issue))) NASA NEWS, sad to hear of the
Halley's conet mission being axed. There are some Zuropcan nissions being
planned aren®t there. ((Spacelab in conjunction with NASA for one..as for
others, pity, but unlike IN8SA, they don't s¢nd me full

details of what's: going on.))

WILLIAM BAINS {7 :
182 Scdgemoor Rd Your eqltorlal on tine was entertain-
Coventry CV3 4Dz %ng. Tine travel in SF is usually
intorduced so casually that it just
gets up my nose. Over cvery time travel looms the
Grandfather paradox, and unless you invent an infinite
nunber of parallel universes, the problens with causalit:
mess up the whole thing The sophistication you speak of
in ‘Time Varps' or 'gates' is purely linguistic. Any tet.
story that dces not offer an answer to the Grandfather
paradox is either a piece of light fantasy, or is rubbish

il

i

Answers do exist. The primary one is the abandonnent of Jeeves

the Graeco-Roman tradition of causality. Unfortunately, "
this: theory is so central to all our science and philos- j PoOWN ¥
ophy that any writer throwing out causality is writing \T' UNMPER
in another languages (( H'm yes..I think. How about B

G:anda killing being nerely likec crasure of one letter
or word from a printed page...the rest stays as it was??)



19

PONG 25(1st annish §!) 3b4pp Qto, mineo from
Ted Yhite, 1014 N. Tuckahoe Ste, Falls Church
VA 22046, USA 1LOCs, Trade, noney. Doasts a
Photocover, articles (Steffan on art, Vhite
on fanzine presentation, etc etc) loads of
letters. Once azain, old curse=-everything
writes on Britzines and omits (again) ERG
which like it or not..has been a regular
Dritsine for 23 YRARS., Pong is profusely and
excellently illoed, and apart from thingy, it
cones over as a friendly zine.

THIS HOUSE 12. 30pp #to. John A. Purcell,
3367 Sumiiit Ave. So. St.Louis Park. N 55426
Very cleanly produced and payed out affset,
with plenty of excellent illos. Iditor on
being a sunflower seed addict, plus a cross-
country trip, Midwestcon report, I'mz notes,
letters and some rood film and book reviews..
though one of the latter on Dorsai had some fascinating spelling errors.
Available for & or the usual..or in UK, from Al Fitzpatrick, 38 Northfield,
Barlby Selby, North Yorkshire, Y08 7JS Nice, neat and unpretentious.’

N CAIIADIAN IPAI'DOM 30 very neatly duped and well illoed pagese. 5 issues
for #4+.00 USA or Canadian, from Box 4655, P.S.5.3, EBdmonton, Alberta, Canada
6% 5G5. Contains news, con reps, fan history, reviews, letters etco, plus
an informative piece on SF/Canadiin libraries and preservation of fanzines.
(One sample copy free on requesta..so lrow can you lose?

GROGGY TALDS 14. 20pp from Erie Y Kathy Mayer, 1771 Ridge Rd.East. Rochester,
N.Y.14622,.and T won't tell you exactly how to get it as you wouldn't believe
me. Dittoed..which means rather faint to read..but what Iric does with his
cover and omploured illos has to be seen to be believed. A friendly perczine
with a Dave Rowe wedding report, lovely lettercol and entertaining anecdotes
on the Italian neighbour. This one has no pretensions to be Analog in a

disguise, but just sets to be pleasant..and manages it very wecll,
A0 Y0ND7

LETTERS I just couldn't resist squeezing in this late arrival from
Jontd, ROBERT BLOCH +..because I hope I can meet up with you
2202FNOA  Los Angeles next August.
e mJhat a pleasure to receive ERG 72 (((flattery

yet!)) ..and not the least of my enjoyment is derived from the knowledge
thet you've managed almost a quarter of 2 century cf exceptional outnut. As
I mentioned the other day, the senescence of British fandonm is a gratifying
phenomenon: within the past month, I've heard from Chuck Harris and Jghn
Berry, and even though Scottishe is no more, T suspect (and hope) that we've
not heard the last from that little sex object, Lthel Lindsay, bless her.
(('tain't all..Zric Bentcliffe is working on a grand old-timers reuiion
issue fanzine..with Ving Clarke, Harry Turner cetc)). Do English fans really
look the way they're pictured in your artwork? (((Absolutely))) I mote. Jydith
Buffery's remzrks about fans at canventions who are described by the media
as 'Computer programmers who get together'every yecar, with false points on
their ears'., This may be true in Ingland, but over hecre, most of the
programumers L've scen actually do have pointed cars...and heads. ((Well, I
suppose it would te pointless iF they didn't...ouch))) Hopefully, you'll have
a chance to find this out for yourseclf, ({((Yep, in rugust)) As for me, I'm
limiting mysclf to threc conventions a ycar in order to devete mest of my

time and effort to a rather lengthy bhook. ((( ind that is very good news)))
BlD, .Letters.
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lessrs, SIDGWICK & JACESON open the batting with four more, 500+ page block-
busting SF SFECIALS priced at 28.95 each. For newconers, these are mamhoth
volumes holdiiy two or three larger volumes within one cover.

a W P (A [0y
SoTeSENCIAL ™Y mpynee Chelsea Ouinn Yarbro titles:— FALST DAWN wherein Thea

and Evan Moutague set out to cross an Anerica devastated and radiation-ridden
by atomic war., They encounter vil ainy, rape, sadism and all the usual
troubles of this genre. TINE CF THE FOURTH HORSEMAN has Dr., Ledbrau sacked
wanen she uncovers an official plan to use controlled epidemics to reduce
overpopulation. Setting up her own hospital, she encounters mob-rule, and
rnore rape and villainy., CAUTIONARY TALZES contains 13 yarns of speculative
Tictions..? sadistic alien, a writing nmachine, a tecenybopper ghoul, mutants,
denons, monsters etc., No hardcore, but an entertaining mixture..and not
only well-written but far less of the 'downbeat'! than the other two parts of
the volune., Of course, if you like that thenc..this is terrific stuff,
5.7-8BECIAL 1 myo titles by Charles Sheffield. SIGHT OF PROTEUS sces 22nd.
Ceatury Zarth overpopulatgd and undernourished. Against this background we
fcllow a trail of illcgal experiments in ‘'shape changing' to a denouement
far outstripping the original 'crime's Rxccllent hardcore. VEDR DETWEEN THE
TOKLDS has engineer Merlin building a bridge' up to synchronous orbit plus
several well-integrated side issue - an intelligent squid, Sycorax a giant
cemputer and others. A baaic idea sinilar to Clarke's '"Fountnins Of Paradisce!
put with rnore sustained interest, suspence and a neat ‘sting! in the tail.
Boch are gripring, not-te-be-put-dpwn tales making a highly recomended books
Ty n b
igzagggggg%zié TITAN (John Varley) This ex--Analog serial tells of Cirocco
Jones and her crew as thLiy investigate a giant alien satellite orbiting
Saturne. They endure a hazardous trek across its surface before a final
cenfrontation with a 'God!, Pull of twists and cliff-hanging, plus the
ovijinal Ireff artwork, TIN WOODMAN (Dennis R.Dailey & Devid F.Bijschoff),
a‘so involves investigating an alien artifact.. a spacecraft. Div Harthor, a
telepath nalkes the contact, but his nission comander develops a paranciac
hatred for telepathse..and the alien craft, . compulsive read as it follows
the enotions and actions of its characters. 4 very 'gud-ui',.If you like
nardcore and can only afford onc of these volules, then I'd suggest that you
latch on to this onc instead of wasting it on a month's supply of ncewspaperse
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8. .SPECIAL L3 =
======%=z=z==< PIB3LE IN TIUE SKY (Isaac Asimov) was written in 1950, It

opens with a Van Vogtian intrisacy as it unfolds the tale of a 20th. Cent,
nan cast into the far future of 'Foundation'. He is immediatcly enmeshed in
a revolt by Earth against the Fmpire, plus acquiring mental enhancement by
use of a 'Synapsifier', :simov was still having character trouble with this
one (his two main protagonists are ringers for other characters of his) but
otherwise it is a richly involved tale of Galactic intrigue. THE SCIENCE
FICTION SOLAR SYSTEM (Asimov, G ecnberg and Vaugh) holds 12 tales each
linked with a planet, Sun, asteroid or comet. i scintillating collection
voasting such names as iAnderson,isimov,Blish,Clarke, Sheckley etc., I'd rate
the whole volume as a very close second to MNoe.lt2. with No .41 right on their
tails, HNo.40 trails the field..for me,.becausc I just don't like post-A-war,
misery laced with sex and sadism. Othecrwise, at the price, these SPECIALS
represent very good value indecd..and they look good on the bookshelves:t

Beginner's Guide To BLECTRONICS ) ectronics has come a long way since I cut
Owen Bishop £3,60 my teeth on the Admiralty Handbook of Wireless

Newnes Technical Books Telegraphy and humped VT-31S around Bombay transmitt-
ing station, This books sets oub to explain that
progress to layman or student..and succeeds admirably. Opening with basic
electricity, A2/DC and standard components, the *a man's-Ianguage text flows
swwoothly throveh solid state devices, integrated circuits, logic arrays and !
computers. Th=-a are chapters on TV, recording,medicsl and industrial uses |
all in a viriuslliy non-mathematical format well clarified by a profusion of |
dgiagrams and sketches. I was amazed at the scope and depth of the coverage
which gave me an excellent refresher course. Idecal for authors wanting
anough electronics background for integration into their stories, the book
is well-indexed, a mine of information, and one of the best books I have ever
cone across. Vhat Asimov does fir science, Owen has done for electronicsi
THE_UIIBORN ! . . A
S===c=z==== Dr. Bryson's sleep research is moving smoothly until the newly-
David Shobin pregnant Samantha joins his program and her body responses are
Pan £1.50 fed to the giant computer, MLDIC, Operating on a free-assoc-
ation program, the computer detects and establishes communication with the
girl's fetus The unborn child acquires knowledge, then control as events
nove to a frightening crescendo. Highly believable characters, good dialogue
and convincing situations (with plenty of explicit sex) make this one of the
most gripping human/computer interaction yarns since Colgssus. It is simply
crying out, (a) tco become a film..or/and (b) for a sequel., I hope we get boih,
IHE_HANY COLOURED_LAND  » a1 group of 22nd Cent. misfits take the one-way
Julian lay trip to the Pliccene Age where each member hadpes to carve
Pan £1.75 out a new life. Iunstecad, they find themselves slave/servants
and brood mares for the alien Tanu who are opposed by theixr
alter-species, the illusion-making Firulag. Title and cover painting put me
cff this as being another 'cave-man epic'...tain't so. Instead, I found
nyself dirawn into an enthralling, multi-level yarn with a superb and dextr-
cusly handred bunch of characters, all neatly juggled to kecp the well-seas-
oned pot boiling with interest. & great, even epic yamm. My only complaint
being that I shall have a long wait for successive parts of the trilogy.
The jacket says..'will eventually rdval 'Lord Of The Rings' or 'Foundaticn'
trilogyss...X reckon for once a jacket blurb has got it right.

WANTED IN TRADE...pre~1935 ASF, or any magazine of SF, Aviation, Popular
Mechanics etc., of that period. Set your own price and drop a line to the
editorial address, B.T.J
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T L HTINGE g
ngzggégzggégégigg The 22nd. Century, 'Black Uprising' devastates Earth,

Idmund Cooper destroys the Moon and leaves the last blacks as struggling
Coronet &1.2 Martian colonists. 2,000 years later, they return to an
Barth ravaged by cosmic radiation. The politically-ridden blacks encounter
the surviving white savages in the now tropical Antarctica...and the
political fac¢tion pushes for genocide. The stereotyped characters of noble
savage, political coniissar and understanding woman scientist make this a
pleasant but rather run-cf-the-mill story.

.—.====:=:=:::=:::=_=2:; Trapped in a deep—freeze vault during a nuclear
Edmund Cooper attaclk, John Markham is resurrected 146 years later into
Coronet £1.25 a London (world?) where androids do all the work and
humans live a life of leisure., ilarkham becomes a focus for amwvolt against
the androids who are gradually brain-washing and pacifying humanity. A black
and white treatment of an improbable situation..and making no mention of

how widespread the android rule has beconme. Of the characters, only Markham
rises above the cardboard level. OK for an escapist/action read.

THE_BOOK OF TACTS Vole2 Did you know that 'Black Holes' were postulated 200
Isaac Asimov years ago? That the most common cause of death among
Coronet £1.75 cowboys was by getting their heels caught in the stirrups?

L7 teracy in Iceland is 100% ? lount ELverest has grown 12" in the last 100
vears? That all these and over a thousand other unlikely facts are to be
frand in one volune? Grouped into 35 headings for easy reference, they
must form the largest collection of unusual trivia outside the British
Musceums Ideal for making up your own Ripley strip or ucing by writers as
an ideas ‘'grab-bag', Quce yow siari,.you'll not be able tu put it down,
G0D!S_WORLD 1977 sees a series of religious apparations sumrioning the
JTan Vatson faithful of all creeds, to send representatives to a planet
Panther £7.50 +r 85 prigani by using a psychic space drive. The trip inv-
olves #he crew in a murder and an attack by spider-like aliens before it
gets to destination. Characters have less life than the words describi@g
them. Plot structure is infolded so considerab;e mental agility is required
to keep tabs of where you are and what is happening. Vatson-lovers will
drool over it and push for Hugo Awards...as will all Spec-I' devotecs,

THE ROSWELL INCIDENT This type of book sets my blood boiling. Jarmued with

Charles Berlitz and the usual half-truths, innuendoes and hear-say, it
Jilliam HMoore purports to establish the truth behind a suppressed
Granada £1.2% report of a 1947 UFC crash in llew Mexico and the

subsequent take over of ship and
crew by the Air TForce. Accompanie’
by a stack of photos of the !'This
is the type of territory' or 'Mr.
Jones before the event' the whole
thing is merely a band-wagon in th
'UF0s are Real' fleet, If that is
wnat you want..then you'll really
go for these 'revealations's Also
listed are numerous 'sightings' by
agtronauts..nonc of which appear ir
the few flight transcripts I have i
my collection, You pays your
money and you takes your choicel




SUILE O THE VOID &2
= e Ralph M'Botu Kitaj is a sort cf polymath of super-heroes
and villains who acquired strange powers at the age of ten
when visited by an Tangel'. Seeking Tarzan in Africa, he
is raised by lMau Mau savages,followed by further initiation rites from a
with-woman as he works to his destiny. VUritten in semi-biographical style
which negates character empathy, I found this a totally different novel from
the colourfully descriptive 'Eyes Trilogy'. I'm not quite sure what the
author had in mind when he wrote this, but for me, it failed to come off.
You may find fifferently and if so, this could well give you a boost.

THE_PIG PLANTAGENET

KTiZ—'I"?"_T ——————— Set in medieval France, depredations by various animals
ﬂ;rag xg%rggs has stirred the local Lords to retaliate with a war of

. extermination. The Pig Plantagenet hears of the pIot and
is duped intoc warning the forest creatures and becowming their chieftain and
~zader out of danger. &4 touch of satire, a pinch of wit, plenty of wonder
all biw’ 7T to make this pure romantic fantasy fit to rank alongside 'Animal
Farm', 'Watership Down' and other classic 'animal hero'! tales..and T loved
the bit where the youns wolves keep sampling Plantagenet's tail.
PICTURES AT Al EXHIBIZION ' = S o
FaL] | Tan Mateen. 5 &0n - . _Eatsondhas conceived the %dea ifla cenz?alcghaﬁég-
Cnavetaka Mohypay 7 - ter undergoing a series of mental experienccs Wi
GEcystake Nporay e an induct?on gelmet. He supplies the hetween-~story
links which transform the individual stories making up the 8-yarn anthology,
into a related series of yarns..each based on a work of aft, Iy favourite
bits were the 'second Creation' and the 'resuscitated barbarian'. Tor the
rest... 2 psychedelic bag of 'speculative fiction' to gladden the enthusiast

Arrow 271,75

and enrage the hard-cyre addict. There are some excellent illos and a nice |/
cover by Pefe Lyoan, but the typeface was not to my liking. DNice mixture. [

THE_TCUCH This block-buster of horror opens with a mischief-secking trio
Owen Brooks  of youngsters who vandalise a grave thus releasing the sSatanic
Futura &7.2 Dee, creature of shadow and power, Dec's touch leaves a_trall
of violence, rave and sadism as he gathers adolescents to his arny . Tng .
zombie-like group tightens its grip on the small town of Some?VLl;e raiding
police armouries and army camps for their wecapons in prgparqtlon for t@e
final onslaught. A book with a chilling new concept.OI evil, ccmpulsive
reading cum future film material. Its only weakness is the surplus of" =
characters which tends to diffuse the focus of interest. Terrific stuff if
you go for this genre.

MIDNIGHT AT THE WELL_OF SQULS  Jack L., Chalker  Penguin £1.75

-The desolate planet Dalgonia is one
mighty computer left by a departed race. It "But you told
holds a portal to the Hex worlds and a key rie to go ou :
to total power. Skander murders for the TN andrget %
secret but is followed through the gateway | a scoop" '
by spacepilot Brazil, courier Vardia, and 0 7;\/
dope peddler Hain with his 'slave'., Uinding abe
up in different Hex worlds in totally altered
shapes they follow twining paths to a final
confrontation at the ell of Seuls.

Vide~ranging, yet with excellent and neatly
juggled characters, pace and interest are never
allowed tao fdog. The jacket calls this a
mega-read...and it certainly is. IMaybe not 'classic or ~
highbrow', but a damned good yarn,
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ONE HUNDRZD_MILES ABQVE_ ZARTH

a J R ifa -.46 e q y y P =
hagsend RS Hag® B describes the society, Jones Minor,
Iocation of an 'invisible' UFO the eccupants but that does not allow
of which are rather obscure though I gather you to 'rape aﬂfgrcel.”

they are descendants of two long-lost, warring
Barth races. The 'pure' ones have returncd
(from where ?) to take over Tarth., All this
is revealed when the members cf an R.ALF,
Regiment squad on & sunvival ecxercise

arc spirited away and four of then set

a test/ordeal, the motives for which

also rather obscure. However the ‘Rf?fﬁf{@ﬂ\
actions of the four central characters 'ilfaﬁ;,t
are well portrayed in their fight FG i (ﬁ,_“‘”.
against all the alien (?) in chafge .~.:gjé§===¢

can throw at them so that peripheral

reasons and background take a hack scat for

a fast-paced action adventure against a wide variecty ?

of dangers., Intertaining escaplst fiction which mlght have become and ‘epic!
had the invaders background motives received a morce fully developed treat-
nent. A striking jacket by Helen Hale completes the packages

VOYAGIRS Stoner, ex astronaut and karate black belt locates signals

Ben Lova and a svpacecraft circling Jupiter, the news of which causes
lsthuen Magnum consternation in the U.5.A., the Kremlin, and the Vatican.
SIR75 Then the craft leaves Jupiter heading for a near-Earth pass,

Stoner and & Russian astronaut are @tailed to 1lift out of Tyuratam on
an intercept mission..but one factien in the Kremlin has other plans,
A taut, Tirst encountem hardcore yarn of the top quality we have came to
associate with Bova. Plenty of sub-plots and credible characters. If this
doesn't scoop an Award or two, I'll be very surpriscd,

CITY Tight tales from in and wound Astounding/Analeg's 'Golden
Clifford D Simak Age', linked by the comiion thread of the VWebster family,
Methuen Hagnum Jenkins, the feithful robot rectainer, and the intelligent
51050 dogs. The title yarn secs nanltind leaving the cities and

succeeding tales, they head for the planets and we have & scarch for a new
rhilosophy, @ Jovien paradise, an amoral superman who gives the ants a step
to cvolution leading to a finel threat. All in Simak's pastomal, folksy
style, studied with B3Biblical n2mes and as smoath as buttermilk. UNot quite
epic SF, but still steady, pleasant and cercbral reading. I wonder how many
of today's SF will stend reprinting after 30 years or so? ...this does.

LLECTRONICS : V1estlons & Answers

E—--ﬁ-—i ———————————————————————— i drawback of the standard electronic text
FISEERCRRGIAT) ) book, is that each chapter presupposes a
Mewnes Technical Press £1.96 full grasp of everything which has preceded
it, This may suit the student proceeding steadily through a course, but is
hard lines for the inquisitive layman seeking particular information. This
velume gets around the problem by posing a series of comprehensive questicns
then answering them in a comprehensive manner, largely avoiding formulae and
invelved circuitry all with a minimum of jargon. For convenience, material
is divided into sections:- waveforms, components, digital signals, music,
Radio, TV etc. The result is that if as a technical 'neo' you seck specific
information on a point of interest, you can find it herc without hacking
your way through all the.usual c&traneous mathematical jungle. If you want
to know what an i.ces is, or plot a bit of eclectronics into your next novel,
then this book shou:;d be on your bookshelf.
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SSo=ssnEsEn A re-iscue of this collection of two poens, four articles
Jerry Pournelle and no less than 13 stordes..all linked by the comuon
Orbit £71.75 themie of 'Black Holes'. As. one might expect from writer/

scicntist, Pournelle, this is an excellent piece of work.
The stories even include a 'Papa Schirvielhern! and the articles are solid,
layman's language and workmanlike., TIf you nmissed this little goody the
first time round, then for goodness sake, grab it now.

==S====zSsSans Barth is in its usuel, nearwdisaster state through inter-
Jerry Pournclle nrational bickering. Power politics denands the cashier-
Orbit £1.95 ing of Coloncl Falkenberg of the C-Dominion (USA/USSR)

forces which kecp peace anong colony worlds, He becones
a mercenary working under cover for his old Admiral. and applies ruthless
tactics to preserve civilisation. Falkenberg iz not too well characterised,
battles tend to run together and the yarn is reniniscent of 'Dorsai
nateriszl. Background coverage is rather wordy..possibly cdue to extra
naterial added when linking the original separate stories into one novel.
Otherwise, well up tc PoUrnellés usual staudard.

KING DAVID'S SPACIESH: : - 5 S
§£=§=£==£2=3=§E=gég=£g Prince Samual's Vorld has been rediscovered by the
Jerry Pournclle Sccond Huapirce which means necar sorfdon for its pcoples
Orbit £1.95 unless they can qualify for higher status by producing

a gpaceship of their own. lerccenary licKinnie, disguised as
a tradcr is sent on a nission to bring bvack the necessary technical details
from a library world. The craft is buillt..and uses a highly unusual method
for propulsion ..it may sound fecasible, but I'm sure the mass ratios would
be against it., Neverthecless, a highly centertaining yarn
SAEELEL S COLITN ELTS Phe colonists on Gaia have received regular aid from
Christopher Zvans the cenigmatic alier. d'Threnni, then.Dayid-Wh;te finds
Panther £1.50 their altruism is not unalloyed. His 1nvest1ga?1ons

causc trouble with the Govermment causing him to flee into
hiding. Up to this point, the yzrn grata 'and holds you,_but then the pace
slackens, the promiscd M'Threnni horror proves a damp squib and a total}y
unexpected starship from Darth takes its placc as a menacee In case thls.
wes part of a trilogy, I scanned the credits carefyllu..but apparently this
is a 'onec off'..which makes the direction chanzing ending cven stranger

THE_ESSENTIAL T.G,.LETHERIDGE If, like me, you ncver hecard of the man, a

Tom Grave & Janct Hoult foreword gives a neat precis. Lethbridge was an
Panther 21.95 archacologist who beccame intercsted in parapsychal-
ogy. This is a scries of accounts from his books rescarching into dowsing,
psychometry, pendulum divination both qualitative and quantitative ctce. tre
hear of pghost sightings, the Biblical 'Elisha'’ story of a visitation, the
ancient Gads, Dryads and precognition. As with all such works, their real
worth depends greatly on the rcader's attitude and 'will-t@-believwe'. If
you are interested in this field, then this book is a down—to—Eart@ assenbly
ol material unlike the 'pie-in~the-sky' stylce of vpn Daniken and his ilk
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E§E=¥£§££==£Eé£¥ A strange, post-plague Earth of ice-deserts and city states

Jo Bannister which use atomic power plants serviced by itinerant engin-
Hale £6.25 eers. One such, is the enigmatic Paul, and ex-telepath

who seeks to rescue the young Prince Edmund from Jess the
Barbarian. Accompaniecd by a telepathic concubine, a warrier and a eunuch,
the path leads through sundry adventures and situations in excellent style.
Despite a basic leck of credibility in the background premise, the central
characters and actions are well blended into a highly rcadable novel where
only the ending proves a bit of a 'let-down'. Otherwise, this is a case of
once started, and you'll not want to stop. Another good 'un.

NIGHT! OoF LIGHT

m=S=Z==co=s=== The religion of Yess is swecping the planets causing two
Philip Jose Farmer priests to come to 'Dante's Joy' for tne Night Of Lignt
Penguin £1.25 when they hope te tackle Yess himself. Accompanying

them is the psychopathic murderer Carmody who plans to
destroy the God. Complicating things are the strange changes in the sun
which bring manifestations and cnenges to all those who stay awake during
'The Nijght'. This will grab you from line ore, and hold you throughout
Part.1 The Second Part, grabs you cqually firmly as the background and
performers are very deftly handled.,.but as so eoften, the ending lcaves you
rather up in the air . If you don't mind that, then you'll go for this.

MAKE RCOHY MAKE ROQH}
et 1o e First appearing in 1966, and rcgularly reprinted
P in 21550 since then (and with excellent r?ason),.thls is the
world of 1999, overpopulated, undernourished and with
total anarchy but a step away. In the city of Hew York, detective Andrew
Rusch ekes eout an existence along with everyonc c¢lse, queueing for water,
scrabbling for crumbs and striving to maintain order. One of the food
staples is a synthetic, 'soylentt... Harrison paints a grim picture of
a city @nd a world) bursting at the seams, It isn't a 'pretty' novel, but
by gum, it's compelling, so i1f you haven't recad it bef<tv then put it on
your shopping list right away. It was made inte a film, 'Soylent Grecn!
in 197%...and is a powerful argument for conscrvation, birth control and a
closer look at. life in general.
EQL=EEE;QQ=5£EQ§EQQ After the Crucifixion, Gold fled the Zarth leaving it
P.K.Dick Corgi £1.50 to Belial. Iow he is returning to battle for the
very existence of the Universe. Dome dweller, Rybys
Romiley 1s made pregnant by immaculate conception so that along with her
'husband' Herb Asher, she can carry God's second son to Zarth in her womb.
Diclz is normally too incoherent for ny tastes, but here, he holds to his
epic theme with depth and humour
as events climax to the

final good/evil

confrontation. 5

I'd rate it one :

of Dick's best so * /4—/—*‘(”:%;\ ®e\ Y N ! [“m%,';,
far, If he's on o R . 3":’3‘;‘& £
your list &f Ao

ifavourites, don't i
miss this once. )

~as
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AGONQUEST .
DRAGONQUEST I could never understand why, if 'Threcads' are so fast

Anne McCaffrey multiplying, once into sail, that they hadn't over-run
Corgi £1.75 Pern prior toc the arrival of the colonists. Be that as

it may, here we are, some ycars after Threcadfall and memories have dimmed.
Friction arises betwecn traditional Dragonriders and the newer breed. F'lar
secing the danger, secks a better defence against the Thread than by
dragon-burning. All the old familiars are here..Robinton the Harper,
dragons, impressions etc, plus trouble from dragon lizards. What mere do
you nced to know..,the dragons fly again, and it's a fest for dragonrcaders.

; ™ DT
SEACE_OPERA Roger Wool's aunt Isabel seeks to take culture to the stars

Jack Vance in the shape of a large opera company, and is aided by
Coronet £1.25 opportunist Bickel, and Captain Gondal. Rgger smuggles his
new girl-friend abeoard the junket and off they fo to meet
a 'Space Deagle' like variety of planets and races..with misunderstanding
and chaos greeting their efforts. A wodehouse-lime farce with Roger cast as
Bertie Wooster and Vance's usual excellent aliens just avoiding eny real
villainy or sadisnm.
éééggi:g£=£§§=égég When the alien Klau drag Earthman Barch and the lovely
Jack Vance Lelianr to one of their slave planets, they bite off
Coronet &1.10 more than they can chew as Barch flees into the Jjungle
and organises guerrilla raids until a full escape is
possible. Vance can really capture an alien viewpoint and here he does a
much better than average job of the 0ld theme wheein the ‘barbaric' human
shows 'advanced alien' a thing or two. Plenty of action/adventure, but
with most of the nastiness kept neatly off stage. An enjoyable bit of
leisure reading of the lightweight variety
,..and TY0, Large Sized titles from Starblaze priced at g4.97 each..
TR MEY ADVENTURLES OF FRAINKEISTEIN, 1. 'Frankenstein Lives Again'!
by Donald F GIut. An arctic plane crash survivor locates the lionster's
body, thus enabling Scientist Winslow to retrieve it and
transport it to the Frankenstein castle he has bought..''Mayor Krag quoted
me a fair price. Almost immediately I had that exact amount in a neat stack
atop his desk" gives you an idea of the story level..full of similar gens.
The monster is revived, stolen by a villainous showman and 'destroyed' by
the neormal torchlight attack by villagers., The accompanying illos are out
of order..and leave something to be desired. 5ad to say, this is but a
cliche-ridden pot-boiler riding on the Frankenstein legend.
?ggbgizﬂgggd:ig?r is a much better proposition. One of the 'Shrouded
0 j Planet' series frou Campbell's ASF, telling how Earthmen
come to Midor, purporting to be from 'The Great Light' and planning to free
the Nudorians from the iron grasy of tradition (and I hope, the unmanageable
names)..and of course, Nidorians oppose any change, so it nust be subtle.
'Dawning Light' opens with a banl: robbery..Nudor's first, as Kris PeKim
secks to aid his party and by planting the robbery's proceeds on the Earth
schoel at Bel Rogas, thus discredit the Earthmen. 1iis plan scems to be
working well..even to the school being destroyed..but then things start to
go wrong for Kris, An exct¢llent yarn, very good illustrations..and for
an added bonus, an Bfterword'! telling revealingly how the series canme to
be written.
P.S. Tye Donning Company publish 'Starblajze'..in the U.K., Ken Slater can
probably get them for you.
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e = A Picture a hefty, 160 page, full-colour, quarto-size
endy & Richard Pini comic book..first in the Elfquest Trilogy covering
STARBLAZE £9.95 the first five books of the black & white magazine.
Naturally, it isn't fcomic' but opens with a couple of
gory battle scenes leading to humans setting out to eliminate the star-elves.
Cutter, leader of the Zlves guides them into troll caverns and on to a
series. of adventures which are lively and well illustrated..although the
elves are just a bit too 'twec' for my taste..not a childs book I hasten to
add, DBlood, gore, 'Batdung!' and even a spot of Lesbianism appear. However,
if elves, trollg and great sasas are to your taste..then this is an epic.

»*x ZX83 _BASIC = ok Long time since we had a *** title, but this is oneo
Robin Norman Similar in format and material to the author's
Newngs Technical Books excellent book on the ZX560, this takes you very

o gently throupgh using the 2X81 from the absolute
beginning in steps which never take too much at one bite as they go from
what the keys are for, and on through editing, loops, GOSUB, AES, SGN etc.
Lverything is clearly explained with ezamples to avoid ambiguity..Flowcharts,
printer use, SAVEing and LOADing programs, strings, arrays, even a crafty
gadget made from a pastcard to aid you with binary numbers if you ever necd
'em. Then there's a glossary and 14 ready-made programs for fun, games and
practical use (such as the one for telephone numbers). ALl this is highly
readable..but an additional 'plus' is that mest chapters include exercises,
(WITH answers) for you to try your skill. It's a steal at £4.95 and if you
have a 72X81, then you MUST get this Eittle volume. <11 the things I said
about the ZX380 book in ERC 75 apply to this one..now I hope iir lorman can
be persuaded to do a similar job for the new BBC micro I have on order,

B S R S R == The biography of young David Greenwood from childhood to
ﬁiigguﬁizliguse adolescence. His father is a boxer turned salesman, his
26 .95 mother a clairvoyant. David is a fat, undersized, under-
A active child so lives largely in h is own dream world
vased on films and books..when the real world is thrust upon him at school,
in college, and by the enviromment, the results are trauma-laden. Ue follow
him through a strange, perverted sexual encounter and up to the final
discovery of the truth about sex. UMNot a work of SI', but a richly painted
canvas of a teenager's involved 1life in a small American town of the 50s.

I particularly enjoyed the scquence of answering pulp ads under assumed
nanes. . The author really getls 'inside' David CGreenwood withput hitting the
nsual stock situations and events of gang warfare, brutality, victimisation
and the like., If you want a change from ST, then this could be for you.

e e e O R e e L e e e e T e e L e e e e e S il o7 ly have advance notice
Mik= Ashley VIRGIN ROOKS £2.95 for this, so no hard details..but

it Iooks as though it will be the sort of title, every S8¥ reader will want
on his shelves.... it hes a 'name' list which reads like a '"WHO'S WHO' in SF.
"urther details in the next issue of LERG.

LAST MINUTE MEUS. Sad to say, the Gestetner broke down whilst running in
the red heading for HNASA News...which is why the RECENT RTADING heading is
in black. Hopefully, a nice kind (cheap?) man will be coming tomorrow to
carry out repairs, but in the meantime, I'LL finish off on the Roneo to
leave him a clear room to kick the Gestetner, Oh yes..one of those
weeks...the Hitachi stereo packed in too. The cassette buttons refused to
lock in on 'Playback' ...and last week it was the car., where will it all
end Passworthy ? Best, Terry.
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Ishtar Terra

* The highest and most dramatic continent-sized highland
region on Venus is Ishtar Terra, shown here in an artist's
conception, based on topography measurements by the
Pioneer Venus Orbiter. The spacecraft has been in orbit
about the planet since December 4, 1978, and is expected
to continue receiving data for at least three years.

The Pioneer Project is managed by NASA's Ames Re-
search Center. The spacecraft were built by Hughes Aircraft
Co. The radar mapper instrument was provided by Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology, and maps of Venus by
the U.S. Geological Survey.

Ishtar is named for the Assyrian goddess of love and war.
About the size of Australia or the continental United States
(the outline of the continental U.S. is provided for scale), it is
a high plateau in the northern hemisphere with several
mountain ranges and surrounded by steep escarpments.

The western part of Ishtar appears to be a smooth plateau,
named Lakshmi Planum for the Hindu goddess; it is about
3300 meters (10,000 feet) above “sea level” (mean planetary
radius). It is bounded on the west and north by mountains
ranging upward from 2300 to 3300 m (7000 to 10,000 ft)
above the plateau, and 5700 to 7000 m (17,000 to 20,000 ft)
above “sealevel.” The western mountains have been named
Akna Montes, after the Mayan goddess of birth, and the
northern range, Freyja Montes, after the Norse goddess. The
Ishtar plateau is higher than Earth's Tibetan plateau and
twice as large. The central area is smooth in the radar images
and may be covered with relatively young lavas.

The highest point yet found on Venus is a mountain massif
higher than Mount Everest named Maxwell Montes (right)
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after the 19th-century Scottish physicist James Maxwell,
discoverer of a basic principle of radar. This huge area of
uplifted terrain occupies the entire east end of the Ishtar
Terra highland. lts highest point is 10.8 kilometers (35,400 ft)
above "sea level” and 8.2 km (27,000 ft) above the adjoining
Lakshmi plain. The highest parts of the massif run
northwest-southeast with lower projections extending both
east and west. Observations from both Earth and Pioneer
suggest that this mountain region is the roughest part of the
planet with very broken up terrain, changing abruptly from
the smooth plateau west of it. On the east flank of Maxwell,
Pioneer data shows a circular dark feature more than 900 m
(3000 ft) deep. This may be a volcanic caldera.

For Classroom Discussion

1. Compare the west and north mountain ranges of Ishtar
Terra with mountain ranges on Earth (Alps, Rockies,
Andes).

2. How is the Ishtar Terra topography similar to that of the
U.S.? How different?

3. Compare Maxwell Montes with the Himalayas, and the
Lakshmi plateau with the Tibetan plain.

4. What geologic formations might account for the plain,
Maxwell Montes, and the sharp escarpments?

5. Superimpose an outline of Australia and compare it with
Ishtar Terra.
PERSPECTIVE VIEW OF PIONEER VENUS ORBIT
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